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From the Pastor’'s Desk:

Nine Characteristics of a Vibrant Men’s Ministry

Sid Woodruff describes a balanced ministry in Drawing Men to God.
The men’s ministry leaders said that they feel the following nine characteristics are
essential for their success:

1. Christ Centered
Men come together in churches for many reasons. They often focus on
fellowship, activities, and work projects. Although these men'’s efforts have
value, they tend to be program driven. Generally these groups do not support
men as they encourage each other’s growth in Christ. Christ-centered men’s
ministries focus on spiritual development, giftedness, and outreach.

2. Prayer Driven
For your men’s ministry to seek God'’s leadership, it must be founded on and
fueled by prayer. From the beginning, a group of men should gather regularly
with the pastor to seek God'’s direction for the ministry and its leaders. The need
for a prayer team remains even as other aspects of the ministry change.

3. Led by Called, Gifted Leaders
The key leader should be passionate, God called, and gifted by the Holy Spirit
to lead the ministry. Other men gifted for leadership should lead smaller portions
of the ministry. Note: One of these leaders might one day become the key
men’s ministry leader.

4. Open through Multiple Entry Points
Men’s groups are often one-dimensional. However, in order to appeal to all men
of the church, a men’s ministry should be relevant to all men and broadly based
in its outreach. The men’s ministry should establish ways to reach out to,
connect with, and appeal to men of varying interests.

5. Sustained by Trusting Relationships
Christian men need trusted brothers who will be honest, transparent, and
confidential. Developing Christ-centered, trusting relationships is crucial to
building and maintaining effective men’s ministry.

6. Balanced
Men’s ministry should strive to balance ministry to men with ministry by men.
Rather than only gathering to eat, fellowship, and work, men should help each
other grow in Christ-likeness.

Incorporate multiple methods for discipling men to spiritual maturity. As men
grow spiritually, they will be motivated by the Holy Spirit to read and obey God'’s
Word and to discover and activate their spiritual gifts.

(See Vibrant Men’s Ministry Page 2
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From the Editor:
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The Newsletter Ministry takes this opportunity to thank all the members

and friends of Wesley A>M.E. Church who allow us to bring news and other
relevant information to you. We truly enjoy what we do and hope that our

goal, to bring you information that is useful, uplifting, and inspirational, is

being met. As always, we encourage you, the readers, to make suggestions

and submit articles you think will be of interest.

The Newsletter Ministry is granting “Emeritus Status” to the mailing
assistants of the Wesley Messenger: Valda June Morgan, Ora Owens and
Vera Batiste. They were faithful to the Ministry when their assistance was
most needed. These members’ duties consisted of assisting with collating,
folding, stapling, labeling, sorting according to ZIP, and finally counting and
bundling the Newsletters into manageable stacks. This step alone would
take up to 10 hours of manpower (2-4 persons working 2-3 hours). Copying
required another 4 —5 hours. Now, with new technology, processing the
Wesley Messenger from copying to mailing is complete in 3 -5 hours, a
process that used to take 10 —15 hours. Progress!!!

Finally, if you do not receive a newsletter it means we do not have your
correct address. The Post Office no longer returns “bulk mail” to sender;
this is the reason you see “or current resident” on your address label.
Everyone is asked to complete the “Let’'s Get Reacquainted” Card.

Darlean Brown, Editor

Vibrant Men’s Ministry from Page 1

This inside-out approach builds biblical men. Their changed hearts will convict
them to become godly husbands and fathers and to get eagerly involved in
personal evangelism and missions.

7. Pastor Approved

The role of an active, supportive pastor is critical. Does your pastor believe
that a successful growing men’s ministry is a key component to the church’s
growth and mission work? Men’s ministries that lack pastor support and
involvement risk being out of sync with the total church ministry. That may
result in misunderstandings and divisions.

8. Sustained by Well-planned Meetings

Purposeful monthly or quarterly gatherings enable communications and
continuity. Meetings should include food, fellowship, praise and worship,
testimonies, teaching, prayer, and ministry reports.

9. Clearly Communicated

Men'’s ministry leaders should regularly and creatively communicate with the
men in the church and community. Reach out to men in the church who are
active. Communications might include monthly newsletters, meeting notices, a
phone-calling team, a bulletin board, and bulletin inserts.
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From Journal of Christian
Education, Summer 2008

“HOMEGOING CELEBRATION”

INLOVING MEMORY

Bessie M. Johnson
May 30, 1923 — May 12, 2010

Heartfelt Sympathy & Condolences
to the Johnson family and to other
church members whose loved ones
have gone to be with the Lord.

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is
the death of his saints”

Psalms 116:15

Continue To Keep These Families
In Prayer
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Pastor Griffin Receives Two Prestigious Honors

Congratulations Dr. Leo Griffin

April 30. 2010

Rev. Leo Griffin
Wesley A.M.E. Church
2209 Dowling Street
Houston, TX 77003

Dear Rev. Griffin,

On behalf of the entire Paul Quinn College Family, | am pleased to
announce that you have been selected to be the recipient of an Honorary
Doctorate degree from the oldest HBCU west of the Mississippi River.

These honors will be presented at the 2010 Commencement Exercises,
which will be held Saturday, May 8, 2010 on the beautiful Paul Quinn
college campus at 5:00p.m. Paul Quinn College is the place for people
whose goal is greatness, where we walk the path less traveled and desire to
create legacies rather than follow them. Paul Quinn College is the place for
people who leave places better than they found them and who believe in
loving something greater than themselves.

You exhibit the qualities of a true Quinnite and we are very proud of your
accomplishments and support of Paul Quinn College. We feel honored to
call you a friend of Paul Quinn College and want you to know that you were
unanimously selected for this honor.

We hope that your schedule will allow you to be with us for such a
momentous occasion. We would also like to extend an invitation to join us
for a reception immediately following the Commencement Exercises.

Please respond with your intentions immediately to 214-379-5484. We
appreciate your support of Paul Quinn College and look forward to sharing
the day with you. Congratulations again!

Yours truly,



