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A POINT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE  

By Rev. Dr. Nathan A. Dixon  

PART 2

  

     In relation to Moses and Joshua, they lead differently. One way is not any better 
than the other is; in fact, different types of leadership are needed in today’s church. 
     “For Moses, it was doo-wop. For Joshua, it was hip-hop. For Moses, it’s a whoop. 
For Joshua, it’s a holler. For Moses, it’s a letter. For Joshua, it’s e-mail. For Moses, 
it’s Aretha Franklin. For Joshua, it’s Alicia Keys. For Moses, it’s Coltrane. For 
Joshua, it’s Common. For Moses, it’s devotion. For Joshua, it’s praise and worship. 
For Moses, it’s dress up. For Joshua, it’s dress down [Come as You Are] (emphasis 
added). For Moses, it’s a hymnbook. For Joshua, it’s a laptop and projection screen. 
For Moses, it’s a radio. For Joshua, it’s the Internet. For Moses, it’s a board. For 
Joshua, it’s a ministry. Moses is low tech. Joshua is high tech… (Moss, TAAP, 2006-
2007).” 
     Let me add one or two of my own…For Moses, it’s a telephone call. For Joshua, 
it’s a text message. For Moses, it’s a board meeting. For Joshua, it’s a conference 
call. For Moses, it’s Youth Sunday. For Joshua, it’s Youth Ministry. For Moses, it’s a 
choir. For Joshua, it’s a praise team. Moses feels comfortable staying inside the box. 
Joshua feels freedom outside the box, expressing him/herself through spoken word, 
mime ministry, liturgical dance, drill/step teams, etc. The fact of the matter is, Moses 
was not threatened by Joshua, and Joshua was not trying to push Moses aside. 
What is needed is an intergenerational ministry. Joshua has to respect Moses’ 
history and Moses has to respect Joshua’s direction. 
     It is up to the church to reach out to the youth and young-adult who have a future 
in leading our church to the next level. “Without question, the greatest potential of 
the Black Church today resides in the group we call “young adults” (McCray, 1992).” 
There in fact must be an open and honest dialogue between the elders and the 
youth and young-adults in order tat the youth and young-adults might understand 
and appreciate the tradition, and in order that the elders might understand and 
appreciate the vision of today’s youth and young-adults.  
     We must play an active role in fostering relationships between the elders and 
youth and young-adults of our Zion, preparing them to both receive the baton and 
release the baton of leadership. We need youth and young-adults in place to receive 
the baton of leadership, and committed to lead our church in the future; but likewise, 
we need elders who are willing and faithful to let go of the baton, trusting our youth 
and young-adults to run the race, even if they run the race differently! 
     Historically the church, like hip-hop, spoke to political issues, social dilemmas, 
injustices of the community and race concerns. Something happened in the Reagan 
era where both entities consumed themselves with the many capitalist struggles 
caused by the many cuts by the Reagan-Bush regime. However, during the post-
Reagan era, following the financial struggles at the rise of the crack and black 
suburbia, both entities became consumed with the capitalistic gain (Chang, 2005.)
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A POINT OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE Con’t.       

Mega pastors in many forums have taken on the 
same mystique as rap moguls. The difference is, 
however, that the hip-hop community has, by and large, 
captured the youth and the church has struggled to 
reach the hip-hop generations. The question as to who 
will be relevant hip-hop or the Black Church; right now, 
it’s too close to call.      

Youth and young-adults today in AME churches 
across the connection are tired of being set aside and 
treated as if they are the church of tomorrow. In a real 
sense, they desire to be active participants in the life of 
the church today in order that they might use their 
current and innovative ideas.      

As I conclude, I believe that the bigger question that 
needs to be considered is, “What will happen if we 
continue to ignore this issue?” If the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church does not hear the alarm that is 
sounding loudly but rather maintains the status quo, 
“Where do we see the church 10, 20 years from now?”      

One thing the Church cannot dispute is the fact that 
the average ages of the majority of our congregations 
are 60+ . Who will the Church call on twenty years from 
now to financially sustain the work of the Connectional 
Church? Who will the Lay Organization call on twenty 
years from now to make sure that the Laity has a voice 
and to make sure that the Laity is working alongside the 
clergy to further advance our Zion? How can we be 
assured that we will have thriving congregations 20 
years from now if we are not addressing the mass 
exodus of our youth and young-adults ages 16 – 40 
now?      

If African Methodism does nothing and maintains the 
status quo, I’m afraid that we would end up being 
reactive instead of proactive. It is a fact that hip-hop 
remains very influential in the United States among our 
youth and young-adults. It is also a fact that these hip-
hop youth and young-adults are capable and willing to 
use their God given gifts to further advance the mission 
of Christ and vision of African Methodism. The seven 
last words of a dying church are, “We’ve never done it 
that way before.”  
Let’s flip the script, and instead, recite the first nine 
words of a thriving church – “ I never knew we could do 
it like this!”      

A church that ceases to change ceases to exist. It’s 
now up to the church to unite and engage this culture of 
youth and young-adults, because if not…we will lose the 
next generation.      

We are called to all nations to make disciples. “And 
Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “ all authority 
has been given to me in heaven and on earth. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations.” 
(Matthew 28:18-19). Nations are made up of 
generations, cultures, subcultures, and we must speak 
into them all to carry out the mission given to us by the 
Lord (Smith & Jackson, 2005).”  

WESLEY CELEBRATES THE HOLIDAYS 
at 

The Houston Garden Center  

 

                                                                     Photo by Dwight Allen  

he scene was perfect for this very special occasion. 
Friday, December 11, 2009, was a cold clear night 

and the Wesley family was in for a Night of Elegant 
Fellowship and Fun. The Christmas celebrat ion was held 
at The Houston Garden Center located in Hermann Park. 
The weather was cold enough for many members to put 
on their luxurious fur pieces. After the furs came off , 
there were sequined and j eweled gowns, long dresses 
and other stylish party at t ire. Some of the guys even 
wore tuxedos. There was definitely an air of glamour, 
and elegance.  

The food was delicious, catered by Wesley’ s own Robin 
and Gerald Allen. Music was provided by a classy Jazz 
band early in the evening and during the meal. After 
dinner the DJ put on a variety of music that kept most 
people dancing unt il it was t ime to leave. In fact , 
people were st ill there after hours enj oying the evening 
to the fullest . Just goes to show they were having a 
‘jolly’ good time.   

 

                                                                 Photo by Dwight Allen                                                                
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December 4 – 5 was indeed a 
Hallelujah good time 
weekend.  Our Episcopal 
Supervisor, Rev. Jessica 
Kendall Ingram was highly 
honored for her thirty years of 
Global Ministry to Women. 
She is truly a woman of God 
who enlightens through her 
teaching, invigorates with her 
energy, inspires with her life 
experiences, influences 
through her walk with God 
and charms with her charisma 
and humor. All of these 
qualities enable her to 

encourage and motivate women to be their best in 
their kingdom work.  

Can you believe the weekend started with 
snow…in Houston? Since this is not a common 
occurrence in our fair city, skeptics began to 
wonder. However, our unusual weather d id not 
stop or put a damper on the celebration. Guests 
for the weekend celebration included Bishop 
Vashti Murphy McKenzie, Rev. Mia Wright Co-
Pastor of Fountain of Praise, Rev. Sonjia 
Dickerson, Pastor Dayspring Family Church, 
Irving, Texas and Elder Renetha Macklin, Praise 

Leader of New Creation Christian Fellowship 
Church, San Antonio Texas and Psalmist Kathy 
Taylor of Windsor Village United Methodist Church. 
There were many other guests includ ing friends and 
family of Rev. Jessica from all over the United States. 
Many of those who attended had extremely good 
things to say about our church.   

After two days of being honored , Rev. Jessica 
honored Wesley AME Church when she preached at 
the 11:00am Worship Service on Sunday. She was 
dynamic as usual…clearly motivated by the Spirit.  
As our out-of-town guests gathered in the lower 
auditorium securing luggage, with some changing 
into traveling clothes, several had very favorable 
comments regard ing our Worship Service.  Quite a 
Compliment!!!  

Proceeds from this event went to three of Rev. 
Jessica’s Women of Hope Projects: L.I.F.T Women’s 
Resource Center in Detroit Michigan, Balm in Gilead 
Center in Wallacedene, South Africa and The Elneta 
McClain Women’s Center in Houston Texas. 
Through this endeavor, the Elneta McClain Women’s 
Center received $7.000.00.  

It was a celebration the left you exhausted and at the 
same time spiritually and emotionally uplifted . 

  

IN LOVING MEMORY   

Wesley Members Who Passed In 2009  

Rosa Anderson  O.C.Murchison 
Ramona Brown  Willia Murray 
Annie Clark   Olivia Smith 
Lucy Harris   Thelma Spencer 
Jeffie Jackson   Clyde Warner, Sr.  
Sandra Lee                           Bernice Warren     

“Precious in the sight of the Lord  
        is the death of His saints”  
                Psalm 116:15   

Family Life Enrichment Program‘s  

Young at Heart 

  

The Third Ward Family Life Enrichment Program’s 
“Young at Heart” braved the weather to attend the 
Ensemble’s presentation of Christmas with Great Aunt

  

on Saturday December 12, 2009.  

The play had a strong message of family and the musical 
numbers were great.  It was a 2:00pm matinee and by 
4:30pm everyone was on their way home. It was indeed 
an enjoyable afternoon outing and more are planned for 
this new year.   

Join the group every Wednesday from 10:00am – 2:00pm 
for fun, fellowship, arts, crafts, Bible Study and guest 
speakers. See calendar of events for upcoming speakers 
and topics.  



The Wesley Messenger                                   January 2010           
Volume 8.1                     Page 4                         

   

    


